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bled in great numbers, and received him with the
highest honours; in a few days he found himself at
the head of a formidable army. The great cause of
his popularity with so many of the Lombard nobility
and the prelates was the notion that he had crossed
the Alps to depose the Pope. All, and they were
neither few nor without power, who were excommuni-
cated by Hildebrand, looked eagerly for vengeance.
But Henry could not pause to plunge into this new
warfare, where even in Lombardy he would have en-
countered half the magnates and people. He could
not imperil the throne of Germany. He must obtain
the absolution from his excommunicator before the
fatal 25th of February.

The Pope meantime, accompanied by his powerful
protectress Matilda of Tuscany, and by the Bishop of
Vercelli, had crossed the Apennines on his way to
Mantua. The news of Henry's descent into Italy
arrested his march. Uncertain whether he came as a
humble suppliant or at the head of an army

Janu&ry.

(Gregory well knew the state of Lombardy),
he immediately turned aside, and took up his abode
in Oanossa, a strong fortress belonging to Matilda.

To Canossa first came in trembling haste many of the
nobles and prelates who had been included under the
ban of excommunication, and whom. Henry had been
forced to dismiss from his service. Most of them had
been so fortunate as to elude the guards set to watch
the passes of the Alps. Dietrich, Bishop of Verdun,
one of the most faithful and irreproachable of Henry's
partisans (he had not concurred in his more violent
proceedings), had been seized by Adelbert, Count of
Calw, plundered, imprisoned, forced to promise a large
ransom, and not to revenge this cruel outrage. Eupert